ORIGINAL PRESS RELEASE
SOLAR ENERGY FOR RIVERDALE

The high cost of electricity getting you down? Here is a little ray of sunshine. "RISE" - Riverdale Initiative for Solar Energy - is a community project that arose from the MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition at Eastern Front Gallery this past June ( www.massiveresponse.ca ). Ron McKay, curator of the exhibition and volunteer co-ordinator of RISE, says this campaign aims to bring together a large number of homeowners for the bulk purchase of residential, electricity-generating solar panels. "I want to get together about 30 to 40 households who are interested in buying a solar electricity system for their house; go to a solar company with these numbers and say "Give us your best price".

Solar power will be one of the most important energy sources of the 21rst century. Making the transition to a renewable energy economy as soon as possible is essential to avoid continued stress on the current electricity grid, climate change and air pollution from fossil fuels such as coal and natural gas, as well as preventing the continued production of radioactive nuclear waste. An investment in solar now is an investment in the future of our children and grandchildren.

RISE will bring together Homeowners in the greater Riverdale area who are interested in purchasing a clean-energy 200 watt solar system for their own home. Sitting silently on top of the roof, these south facing solar panels connect directly into your home's electrical panel creating extra electricity; about 5-10% of the average households energy needs. As the homes are still connected to the local electricity network, economic savings are realized by slowing down your regular Hydro meter!

RISE will be soliciting a competitive, bulk purchase price for the total number of systems committed to (approx. $3,000.00 ea.) from local solar manufacturers and retailers. Stephen James Kerr, VP of Sales at Solarco, the only provider of solar energy systems in Riverdale, says his company would be very eager to bid on the RISE project. The general public needs to become more knowledgeable about energy and the idea of a community coming together to make a large purchase of solar equipment is a good one says Kerr, "it is absolutely correct that economies of scale should be taken advantage of." Solarco is currently installing a large solar thermal system at the Arcadia Artists Co-Op at 680 Queens Quay West. Using the sun's energy this system will heat up the building's domestic hot water, preventing the combustion of approximately 15,000 cubic meters of gas, and preventing the release of 33 tons of greenhouse gas emissions.

Ron McKay is a founding member of Eastern Front Gallery, 750A Queen St. East, and curator of the recent MASSIVE RESPONSE exhibition. An artist and freelance graphic designer, McKay is also a passionate social and environmental activist supporting Greenpeace, the David Suzuki Foundation, WindShare and AutoShare.

